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importers who have registered with
NHTSA pursuant to 49 CFR Part 592. As
specified in 49 CFR 593.7, NHTSA
publishes notice in the Federal Register
of each petition that it receives, and
affords interested persons an
opportunity to comment on the petition.
At the close of the comment period,
NHTSA decides, on the basis of the
petition and any comments that it has
received, whether the vehicle is eligible
for importation. The agency then
publishes this decision in the Federal
Register.

Black Shrine, Inc. of Costa Mesa,
California (‘‘Black Shrine’’) (Registered
Importer 99–224) has petitioned NHTSA
to decide whether 1991 Mercedes-Benz
560SEC passenger cars are eligible for
importation into the United States. The
vehicle which Black Shrine believes is
substantially similar is the 1991
Mercedes-Benz 560SEC that was
manufactured for importation into, and
sale in, the United States and certified
by its manufacturer, Daimler Benz, A.G.,
as conforming to all applicable Federal
motor vehicle safety standards.

The petitioner claims that it carefully
compared the non-U.S. certified 1991
Mercedes-Benz 560SEC passenger car to
its U.S. certified counterpart, and found
the two vehicles to be substantially
similar with respect to compliance with
most Federal motor vehicle safety
standards.

Black Shrine submitted information
with its petition intended to
demonstrate that the non-U.S. certified
1991 Mercedes-Benz 560SEC, as
originally manufactured, conforms to
many Federal motor vehicle safety
standards in the same manner as its U.S.
certified counterpart, or is capable of
being readily altered to conform to those
standards.

Specifically, the petitioner claims that
the non-U.S. certified 1991 Mercedes-
Benz 560SEC is identical to its U.S.
certified counterpart with respect to
compliance with Standard Nos. 102
Transmission Shift Lever Sequence
* * *, 103 Defrosting and Defogging
Systems, 104 Windshield Wiping and
Washing Systems, 105 Hydraulic Brake
Systems, 106 Brake Hoses, 109 New
Pneumatic Tires, 113 Hood Latch
Systems, 116 Brake Fluid, 124
Accelerator Control Systems, 201
Occupant Protection in Interior Impact,
202 Head Restraints, 204 Steering
Control Rearward Displacement, 205
Glazing Materials, 206 Door Locks and
Door Retention Components, 207
Seating Systems, 209 Seat Belt
Assemblies, 210 Seat Belt Assembly
Anchorages, 212 Windshield Retention,
216 Roof Crush Resistance, 219
Windshield Zone Intrusion, 301 Fuel

System Integrity, and 302 Flammability
of Interior Materials.

Petitioner also contends that the
vehicle is capable of being readily
altered to meet the following standards,
in the manner indicated:

Standard No. 101 Controls and
Displays: (a) substitution of a lens
marked ‘‘Brake’’ for a lens with a
noncomplying symbol on the brake
failure indicator lamp; (b) installation of
a seat belt warning lamp that displays
the appropriate symbol; (c) recalibration
of the speedometer/odometer from
kilometers to miles per hour.

Standard No. 108 Lamps, Reflective
Devices and Associated Equipment: (a)
installation of U.S.-model headlamp
assemblies; (b) installation of U.S.-
model front sidemarker/reflector
assemblies; (c) installation of U.S.-
model taillamp assemblies; (d)
installation of a high-mounted stop
lamp.

Standard No. 110 Tire Selection and
Rims: installation of a tire information
placard.

Standard No. 111 Rearview Mirror:
inscription of the required warning
statement on the passenger side
rearview mirror.

Standard No. 114 Theft Protection:
installation of a warning buzzer
microswitch in the steering lock
assembly and a warning buzzer.

Standard No. 118 Power Window
Systems: rewiring of the power window
system so that the window transport is
inoperative when the ignition is
switched off.

Standard No. 208 Occupant Crash
Protection: (a) Installation of a U.S.-
model seat belt latch in the driver’s
position; (b) installation of an ignition
switch-actuated seat belt warning
buzzer. The petitioner states that the
vehicle is equipped with driver’s and
passenger’s side air bags and knee
bolsters that are identical to the
components found on the vehicle’s U.S.-
certified counterpart. Additionally, the
petitioner states that the vehicle is
equipped with combination lap and
shoulder restraints that adjust by means
of an automatic retractor and release by
means of a single push button at both
front designated seating positions, and
with combination lap and shoulder
restraints that release by means of a
single push button at both rear
designated seating positions.

Standard No. 214 Side Impact
Protection: installation of reinforcing
beams.

The petitioner states that a theft
prevention/certification label will be
permanently affixed to the vehicle and
the vehicle’s vehicle identification
number (VIN) will be engraved on the

engine, transmission, right front fender,
left front fender, hood, right door, left
door, front bumper, rear bumper, right
rear quarter panel, left rear quarter
panel, and decklid to comply with the
Theft Prevention Standard found at 49
CFR Part 541.

The petitioner also states that a VIN
plate must be installed inside the
vehicle so that it can be read from the
left windshield pillar and a VIN
reference label must be affixed to the
edge of the door or on the latchpost
nearest the driver to meet the
requirements of 49 CFR Part 565.

Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on the petition
described above. Comments should refer
to the docket number and be submitted
to: Docket Section, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, Room
5109, 400 Seventh Street, S.W.,
Washington, DC 20590. It is requested
but not required that 10 copies be
submitted.

All comments received before the
close of business on the closing date
indicated above will be considered, and
will be available for examination in the
docket at the above address both before
and after that date. To the extent
possible, comments filed after the
closing date will also be considered.
Notice of final action on the petition
will be published in the Federal
Register pursuant to the authority
indicated below.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A) and
(b)(1); 49 CFR 593.8; delegations of authority
at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8.

Issued on: December 23, 1999.
Marilynne Jacobs,
Director, Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance.
[FR Doc. 99–33802 Filed 12–28–99; 8:45 am]
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Academy Lines, Inc.—Merger—Asbury
Park Transit Lines, Inc.
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ACTION: Notice Tentatively Approving
Finance Transaction.

SUMMARY: Academy Lines, Inc.
(Academy Lines or applicant), a motor
carrier of passengers, has filed an
application under 49 U.S.C. 14303 for
the acquisition by merger of its affiliate,
Asbury Park Transit Lines, Inc. (Asbury
Park), also a motor carrier of passengers.
Persons wishing to oppose the
application must follow the rules at 49
CFR 1182.5 and 1182.8. The Board has
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1 By separate application simultaneously filed in
Tedesco Family ESB Trust— Acquisition of
Control—Academy Bus Tours, Inc., et al., STB
Docket No. MC-F–20957, Tedesco Family ESB Trust
(Francis Tedesco and Mark Tedesco, settlers), seeks
Board approval of its acquisition of control, from
Tedesco Trust, of Academy Lines, along with
Academy Bus Tours, Inc. (MC–165004), and,
through Franmar Logistics, Inc., a noncarrier, of
Academy Bus Tours, Inc. (PA) (MC–215354),
Academy Express, Inc. (MC–228481), Commuter
Bus Line, Inc. (MC–162133), and No. 22 Hillside
Corp. (MC–182453).

1 By separate application simultaneously filed in
Academy Lines, Inc.—Merger— Asbury Park Transit
Lines, Inc., STB Docket No. MC–F–20958, Board
approval is being sought for the merger of Asbury
Park Transit Lines, Inc. (MC–1002), into Academy
Lines, Inc. (MC–106207).

tentatively approved the transaction,
and, if no opposing comments are
timely filed, this notice will be the final
Board action.
DATES: Comments must be filed by
February 14, 2000. Applicant may file a
reply by February 28, 2000. If no
comments are filed by February 14,
2000, the approval is effective on that
date.
ADDRESSES: Send an original and 10
copies of any comments referring to STB
Docket No. MC-F–20958 to: Surface
Transportation Board, Office of the
Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K
Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, send one copy of
comments to applicant’s representative:
Fritz R. Kahn, Suite 750 West, 1100
New York Avenue, N.W., Washington,
DC 20005–3934.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Beryl Gordon, (202) 565–1600. [TDD for
the hearing impaired: (202) 565–1695.]
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Academy
Lines is authorized to provide local
commuter bus service and other regular-
route operations, principally between
New York, NY, and various points in
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, as well as
in special or charter operations,
pursuant to authority granted in Docket
No. MC–106207. Asbury Park is
authorized to provide local commuter
bus service and other regular-route
operations, principally between New
York, NY, and various points in New
Jersey, as well as special or charter
operations, pursuant to authority
granted in Docket No. MC–1002.

Academy Lines and Asbury Park are
currently controlled by the Frank
Tedesco Trust, Francis Tedesco and
Mark Tedesco, settlers (Tedesco Trust).
Applicant states that the Tedesco Trust
will convey all of its shares of stock of
Asbury Park to Academy Lines, and
Asbury Park will be merged into
Academy Lines.1 By application
thereafter to be filed with the Federal
Highway Administration, the operating
authority held by Asbury Park is
expected to be transferred to, and be
integrated into the operating authority
of, Academy Lines.

Under 49 U.S.C. 14303(b), we must
approve and authorize a transaction we

find consistent with the public interest,
taking into consideration at least: (1)
The effect of the transaction on the
adequacy of transportation to the public;
(2) the total fixed charges that result;
and (3) the interest of affected carrier
employees.

Applicant has submitted the
information required by 49 CFR 1182.2,
including information to demonstrate
that the proposed transaction is
consistent with the public interest
under 49 U.S.C. 14303(b). Specifically,
applicant has shown that the merger
will have a positive effect on the
adequacy of transportation to the public
and will result in no increase in fixed
charges and no changes in employment.
See 49 CFR 1182.2(a)(7). Additional
information may be obtained from
applicant’s representative.

On the basis of the application, we
find that the proposed merger is
consistent with the public interest and
should be authorized. If any opposing
comments are timely filed, this finding
will be deemed vacated and, unless a
final decision can be made on the record
as developed, a procedural schedule
will be adopted to reconsider the
application. See 49 CFR 1182.6(c). If no
opposing comments are filed by the
expiration of the comment period, this
decision will take effect automatically
and will be the final Board action.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

This decision will not significantly
affect either the quality of the human
environment or the conservation of
energy resources.

It is ordered:
1. The proposed merger is approved

and authorized, subject to the filing of
opposing comments.

2. If timely opposing comments are
filed, the findings made in this decision
will be deemed vacated.

3. This decision will be effective on
February 14, 2000, unless timely
opposing comments are filed.

4. A copy of this notice will be served
on: (1) the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Office of Motor Carrier
Safety—HMCE–20, 400 Virginia
Avenue, S.W., Suite 600, Washington,
DC 20024; (2) the U.S. Department of
Justice, Antitrust Division, 10th Street &
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20530; and (3) the U.S.
Department of Transportation, Office of
the General Counsel, 400 7th Street,
S.W., Washington, DC 20590.

Decided: December 21, 1999.

By the Board, Chairman Morgan, Vice
Chairman Clyburn, and Commissioner
Burkes.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 99–33630 Filed 12–28–99; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice tentatively approving
finance transaction.

SUMMARY: Tedesco Family ESB Trust,
Francis Tedesco and Mark Tedesco,
settlers, of Hoboken, NJ (Tedesco Family
Trust or applicant), a noncarrier, has
filed an application under 49 U.S.C.
14303 to acquire control of Academy
Bus Tours, Inc., and Academy Lines,
Inc.,1 motor carriers of passengers, and
through Franmar Logistics, Inc., of
Hoboken, NJ, a noncarrier, of Academy
Bus Tours, Inc. (PA) (MC–215354),
Academy Express, Inc. (MC–228481),
Commuter Bus Line, Inc. (MC–162133),
and No. 22 Hillside Corp. (MC–182453),
motor carriers of passengers. Persons
wishing to oppose the application must
follow the rules at 49 CFR 1182.5 and
1182.8. The Board has tentatively
approved the transaction, and, if no
opposing comments are timely filed,
this notice will be the final Board
action.
DATES: Comments must be filed by
February 14, 2000. Applicants may file
a reply by February 28, 2000. If no
comments are filed by February 14,
2000, the approval is effective on that
date.
ADDRESSES: Send an original and 10
copies of any comments referring to STB
Docket No. MC–F–20957 to: Surface
Transportation Board, Office of the
Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, send one copy of
comments to applicant’s representative:
Fritz R. Kahn, Suite 750 West, 1100
New York Avenue, NW, Washington,
DC 20005–3934.
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